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Chili's 

3421 West Airport Freeway 
Irving, TX 75062 Phone: 972-
255-2727 

Spring Creek Barbeque 

3514 West Airport Freeway 
Irving, TX 75061 Phone: 972-
313-0987 

Red-Hot & Blue 

5910 North MacArthur Boule-
vard 
# 157 
Irving, TX 75039 Phone: 972-
402-0225 

McDonald’s 

302 W Irving Blvd 

Free training opportunity for 
all Permit Technicians and 
Custom Service. 

Mark the date in your calen-
dar—October 14th, 2009. 

The City of Irving has gra-
ciously agreed to host the Fall 
Training event for the 
NCTPTC. 

The agenda is as  

follows; 

Wednesday—October 14th 

0830 – Registration & Settling In 
0930– Class 1 Begins – Customer 
Service Admin/Customer Service 
Philosophy – Janie Morales, CFW 
1030 – 15 min Break  

1045 – Resume 
1145 – Lunch Break 
0130 – Class 2 Begins – Plan 
review for the Permit Technician – 
Susie Hernandez, CSL 
0230 – 15 min Break 
0245 – Resume 

0315– How to become a Certified 
Permit Technician – Carey Frazier  
0415 – Q&A 

0445 – Class Ends 

Local Restaurants 

Baker Brothers Ameri-
can Deli 

7300 North MacArthur 
Boulevard 
Irving, TX 75063 Phone: 
972-501-0520 

Jason's Deli 

7707 North MacArthur 
Boulevard 
Suite 100 
Irving, TX 75062 Phone: 972-
432-0555 

Souper Salad 

3401 West Airport Freeway 
Suite 103 
Irving, TX 75062 Phone: 972-
255-9526 

Mi Cocina 

7750 North MacArthur Boule-
vard 
Irving, TX 75063 Phone: 469-
621-0451 

Olive Garden 

4001 West Airport Freeway 
Irving, TX 75062 Phone: 972-
258-5191 

please visit their website at 
www.metrocrestsocialservices
.org. 

A large thank you to all the 
cities that donated school sup-
plies for the Metrocrest Social 
Services.  The organization 
received several items for 
school kids in the surrounding 
areas.   

A certificate will be presented 

to Wal-Mart # 5247 for their 
contribution as well.   

With the help of Wal-Mart and 
the NCTPTC, local children 
started school with the proper 
tools for learning.   

If you would like to donate to 
Metrocrest Social Services, 
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The International Code Council announces 
its intent to initiate a “Green Building Code 
Development Project” targeted at the com-
mercial market. The objective of this new 
project is to develop a Green Building 
Code for traditional and high-performance 
buildings that is consistent and coordi-
nated with the ICC family of Codes and 
Standards. The code will provide a new 
regulatory framework built with leading 
recognized rating systems in mind. The 
Code will provide criteria to drive green 
building into everyday practice. This deci-
sion builds on a series of actions that be-
gan in the 1970s with the creation of the 
International Energy Conservation Code. 
More recent Code Council green initia-
tives include: signing a Memorandum of 
Understanding with the U.S. Green Build-
ing Council; issuing the National Green 
Building Standard in partnership with the 
National Association of Home Builders; 
creating professional development, includ-
ing training and certification, to address 
green systems and approaches; and creat-
ing a Sustainable Building Technology 
Committee, a Code Council Board initia-
tive. According to Code Council CEO Rich-
ard P. Weiland, “It has become clear to us 
that to advance the goal of achieving more 
sustainable building performance, some 
regulatory framework is needed for areas 
where market forces are not enough. We 

The new code will focus on the commercial 
market. 

• Residential issues will be addressed 
through ICC 700, known as the National-
Green Building Standard. 

• The development approach will be the 
same used for any new I-Code: 

• Convene a select drafting committee 

• Invite public comment on the initial draft 

• Place the final draft into the Code Council 
Code Development Process. 

An initial planning session to discuss the 
scope of the project was held on Earth Day, 
April 22, in Chicago with experts in the area 
of green building science.  

Comments may be sent to GreenBuilding-
Code@iccsafe.org.  

Going forward, the new Sustainable Build-
ing Technology Committee will play a key 
role. Persons interested in serving on this 
new Committee should submit their infor-
mation to www.iccsafe.org/sbtc. 

face challenges not only with new con-
struction, but with existing buildings and 
how we can increase their levels of safety 
and sustainability over time.” “We have 
arrived at an opportune time to build on 
the information and resources available to 
us to design a useable code as a model for 
green building programs,” said Code 
Council Board President Adolf Zubia. “We 
plan to use the same principles that have 
made the Code Council family of codes so 
successful, which is the development of 
model regulatory material that is consis-
tent, coordinated and developed in a con-
sensus process.” 

The code likely will address energy effi-
ciency (including solar and other ad-
vanced technologies), water use efficiency, 
materials and resource use conservation, 
indoor environmental quality and overall 
building impact on the environment. It will 
be developed under the Council’s govern-
mental consensus process. The Code 
Council will seek the collaboration of key 
partners along with input from its members 
and stakeholders. This coordinated ap-
proach will ensure that code officials, de-
sign professionals and other industry ex-
perts will have a prominent and appropri-
ate role in the development process.  The 
initial approach will include the following 
components: 

Remodelers See Early Signs of Recovery in First Quarter 

Code Council to initiate green code development project 
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log of remodeling jobs, from 18.4 to 28.5; 
appointments for proposals, from 19.1 to 
35.3; and the amount of work committed 
for the next three months, from 21.8 from 
16.4. 

"Remodelers say things are looking up 
from the doldrums of the fourth quarter," 
said NAHB Chief Economist David Crowe. 
"While conditions remain below average 
and are down slightly from this time last 
year, the gains over the last quarter, along 
with improvement in market expectations, 
suggest a spark to the start of recovery in 
the remodeling market." 

For more information on NAHB’s remodel-
ing resources, e-mail Kelly Mack, or call 
her at 800-368-5242 x8451. 

The residential remodeling market showed 
significant signs of improvement during 
the first quarter of 2009, according to the 
latest NAHB Remodeling Market In-
dex (RMI), which was released on May 14. 

The index showed current market condi-
tions rising to 34.5 in the first three months 
of this year, up from 25.5 in the final quar-
ter of 2008. Remodelers’ future expecta-
tions jumped to 30 on the index, up from a 
historic low of 18.6 for the previous quar-
ter. 

The RMI measures remodeler perceptions 
of market demand for current and future 
residential remodeling projects. Any num-
ber over 50 indicates that the majority of 
remodelers view market conditions posi-
tively. The RMI has been running below 50 
since the final quarter of 2005 as a result of 
declining remodeling expenditures. 

"Remodelers are starting to receive more 
calls for bids and requests for proposals, 
although getting customers to sign for a 
job continues to remain a challenge," said 
NAHB Remodelers Chairman Greg 
Miedema, CGR, CGB, CAPS, CGP, a re-
modeler from Tucson, Ariz. "While the size 
of the jobs is smaller, remodelers are opti-
mistic about this uptick in market activity." 

The component of the RMI tracking market 
conditions for major additions and altera-
tions rose to 32.7 in this year’s first quarter, 
up from 19.4 in the fourth quarter of 2008. 
Minor additions registered 39.1 on the 
index, up from 31.5; and maintenance and 
repairs climbed from 23.6 to 30.4. 

Measures of future expectations showed 
healthy improvements during the first 
quarter. On the rise were calls for bids, 
which climbed from 20.6 to 34.2; the back-



ple have never seen before.   

The balconies are just one of the big 
changes coming to the Sears Tower.  
Officials announced a 5-year, $350 
million green renovation complete 
with wind turbines, roof gardens 
and solar panels.  The building’s 
name will also change to Willis 

Tower. 

Source—Yahoo! News 

The balconies are suspended 1,353 feet in 
the air and jut out four feet from the build-
ing’s 103rd floor Skydeck.  Their transpar-
ent walls, floors and ceiling leave visitors 
with the impression they’re floating over 
the city. 

Visitors are treated to unobstructed views 
of Chicago from the building’s west side 
and heart-stopping vista of the street and 
Chicago River below—for those brave 

enough to look 
straight down.   

The balconies 
can hold five 
tons, and the 
glass is an 
inch-and-a-half 
thick.   

With the ledge, the nation’s tallest building 
has succeeded in creating something peo-

Are Houses Getting Too Tight?  

Sears Tower Unveils 103rd Floor Glass Balconies 

Historically, recessions have been a time 
when new companies, like Microsoft, get 
born, and good companies separate them-
selves from their competition.  When 
times, are tight, people look for new, less 
expensive ways to do old things.  Neces-
sity breeds invention.   

Therefore, the country that uses this crisis 
to make its population smarter and more 
innovative—and endows its people with 
more tools and basic research to invent 
new goods and services—is the one that 
will not just survive but thrive down the 
road.  We might be able to stimulate our 
way back to stability, but we can only in-

vent our way back to prosperity.   We need 
everyone at every 
level  to get 
smarter.   

Invent, Invent, In-
vent!!! 

With invention, 
comes ideas, blue 
prints, building, 
j o b s ,  m o n e y , 
s p e n d -
ing...Prosperity. 

Source—New York 
Times  

brand new houses. 

The question on many builders 
minds these days is; how tight should I be 
building my houses? After more than two 
decades of sealing up houses to make 
them more energy efficient, many people 
are wondering whether we've gone too far. 
The answer may be that we haven't gone 
far enough. 

Source—www.energyconservatory.com 

The airtightness of the building envelope is 
an important key to understanding the 
performance of any new house. Uncon-
trolled air leakage can result in high fuel 
bills, failure of building components, and 
increased builder callbacks. As a result, 
more and more time is being spent by the 
building trades sealing up new houses in 
an effort to reduce problems associated 
with air leakage. 

Yet at the same time, most builders are 

continuing to rely on un-
controlled air leakage 
through holes and cracks in 
the building envelope to provide adequate 
ventilation for the occupants. Newspaper 
articles and trade journals dramatizing 
indoor air quality problems in new airtight 
houses have begun to alarm both builders 
and homeowners. It is not uncommon these 
days for builders to hear complaints of 
excess moisture or stale odors in their 

Innovating Our Way Out of the Great Recession  

“Great discoveries and 

improvements invariably involve 

the cooperation of many minds.  

I may be given credit for having 

blazed the trail, but when I look 

at the subsequent developments 

I feel the credit is due to others 

rather than to myself.” 

 

Alexander Graham Bell 

Page 3 October 2009 



facturers, and other members and stake-
holders. “The scope of the code will re-
spond to the needs of many jurisdictions 
that still use the Standard Swimming Pool 
Code, and integrate the widely used de-
sign and safety features of both the APSP 
standards and the I-Codes,” according to 
Jay Peters, Executive Director, ICC Plumb-
ing, Mechanical and Fuel Gas. 

The International Code Council, a mem-
bership association dedicated to building 
safety, fire prevention and energy effi-
ciency, develops the codes used to con-
struct residential and commercial build-
ings, including homes and schools. Most 
U.S. cities, counties and states choose the 
International Codes, building safety codes 
developed by the International Code 
Council. 

APSP Pool Safety Experts, Contractors, 
Engineers, Manufacturers will partici-
pate. 

The International Code Council Board of 
Directors has voted to develop the nation’s 
first all encompassing Comprehensive 
Swimming Pool Code. This action is de-
signed to provide a coordinated code with 
other Interna-
tional Codes that 
will meet the 
requirements of 
the Virginia 
Graeme Baker 
Act and upgrade 
pool safety. 
“The Board’s 
unanimous ac-
tion in voting to 

move this forward demonstrates an under-
standing of the immediate need in our ju-
risdictions for this type of a code,” said 
Board President Adolf Zubia. “We are 
looking forward to a partnered approach 
as we coordinate this effort with our family 
of I-Codes,” said Code Council Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer Richard P. Weiland. 

The code will be devel-
oped under the Coun-
cil’s governmental con-
sensus process with the 
support of the Associa-
tion of Pool and Spa 
Professionals (APSP), 
bringing together the 
industry’s finest pool 
safety experts, contrac-
tors, engineers, manu-

Code Council to Develop Swimming Pool Code 

Popular Guides, Seminars Focus on 

Significant Changes to 2009 I-Codes 

 
Significant changes to the 2009 International Codes, a series of books that are 
an invaluable tool to help code officials, architects, engineers and other code 
users transition to the new codes, are available from the International Code 
Council. The books are the first support documents published for the 2009 I-
Codes and are complemented by a series of seminars. Each book offers a 
comprehensive, practical analysis of critical changes between the 2006 and 
2009 editions of the I-Codes. The International Building, Residential and Fire 
codes are discussed in separate books. A fourth book addresses changes to 
the 2009 International Plumbing, Mechanical and Fuel Gas codes. 

Changes are identified and then followed by in-depth discussion of how real-
world application is affected. The books discuss provisions with special sig-
nificance, including new and innovative design ideas and technologies, mod-
ern materials and methods of construction, and current approaches to safety 
and stability. 

Authored by Code Council technical experts, the books include detailed 
color illustrations, and are jointly published with Cengage. To purchase the 
books and register for the seminars visit www.iccsafe.org/09changes. Semi-
nar registration includes the related book. The International Code Council, a 
membership association dedicated to building safety, fire prevention and 
energy efficiency, develops the codes used to construct residential and com-
mercial buildings, including homes and schools. Most U.S. cities, counties and 
states choose the International Codes, building safety codes developed by 
the International Code Council. 

 

“Approving Innovative Building 
Products” 

A free ICC-ES Webinar with CEU credit! 

The ICC Evaluation Service is offering a free 
webinar on October 20th, and December 15th 
2009.  The webinar will cover the critical code 
requirements for approving and using innovative 
products, as well as how ICC-ES Evaluation 
Reports can be used to verify that a product is 
“up to code”.  

ICC-ES Evalution Reports are the most preferred 
resources used by code officials in the United 
States for ensuring products meet code 
requirements.   

Registration and information can be found at 
www.icc-es.org/webinar. 

Sept ember  2009  


